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You hear criticism often enough, including i)a*>vme. Therefore, I take time out 
from a longer day than I think you can conceive an aging, 5B-ye ar old writer can 
continue to work for sincere praise for the first hour of Today, a credit to you and those 
who conceived and produced it. 

That it fell far short of wh t it could have been does not diminish its importance 
in the context of our day and ouV times, for it reached millions of people with what they 
must understand and consider if representative society is to function. To this 1 add 
another opinion you nay not be as willing to believe, if our land is not to bum. 

The bureaucratic necessities of modem TV reporting, the shibboleths and the 
unfortunately unavoidable detachment of modem reporters from the realities of so much 
of modern life made these defects unavoidable. I do hope you will consider two things! 
that Attica and Bole-dad and Ban viuentin are not the end but more likely a beginning; 
and that KBC could h ve been - better prepared for them, as it can be fox* what 1 think you 
will soon enough find inevitable. I write this while the rest of Today is dill on, and X 
risk my reputation as a prophet to predict that before night you will be reporting other 
prison riots, not of t.ds magnitude, but what ay own experiences of the -ast seven years 
of unrewarding work have led me to believe is inevitable. 

In part because your people could not re all J have been prepared for this morning's 
show do I think it is an achievement of which you can be proud. If experience leads me to 
believe you will do nothing to prepare yourself, I waste tine 1 do not have in the hope 
that f like uvexything else in life, X^BC can change. 

Although Mo presentation was excellent, even J ~unstler fell short of presenting the 
basic issue, which is not prisons or the horros of modern prisons, lie fell short in Ids 
emotional truth, that we must (all) come to realize that "human beings are behind these 
walls", for what must go with this truth is the question hoi; they got there. Closer was 
the legislator Dunne, who said this is not a prison problem but a human problem. 

we arc far past the point where the questions we must answer, or to which we must 
find answers, can be posed as those of prisons or prison life, likewise are we past the 
point where we can pretend the militancy of prison populations can be attributed to the 
presence in jails of militants. Jails today radicalize. They make militants. They are 
factories for the production of Spartacuses. Survival peredts little choice for the in- 
mate who will not submit to dehumanization, and th, conditions of all jails leaves little 
choice to guards other than tyranny and abuses. And what do both mean for society? 

n'e are far past the pointthat is central in my own investigations ana writings 
the suppression and ignoring$4ettTiuive become a fact of KBC life. The question, as it ' 
relates to wiiat imp, cued in Attica, as in California, is not prisons or prison life but 
of justice, which has become a non-racial impossibility in this land. 
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There is still racial injustice, and unintentionally you limned it this morning, 
hut it is not only racial. There were several references to Angela Davis. You might find 
it illuminating to have a hit of research done into the "establishm.ntarian" support she 
now lias, find she is a CoEmcunist, as callers prompted Downs to ad lib. But the sickness of 
society is in two obvious ways illustrated by her ease. She was fired for being an admitted 
Communist, by the same State that did not fire the more prominent and much more influential 
"radical", Herbert Marcuse, who was her teacher and mentor. He is white, she black. And the 
case against her is so shocking that even the USlA's propaganda in defense of government 
cannot avoid this. It is no case at all. It is something for which you could as easily 
be charged and for which there cannot be proof. If you have a weapon that is, let us say, 
taken without your assent and used in a crime in which people are killed, you also can be 
charged as she lias been. And- if you have been a decent citizen, as I have been, and voluntar- 
ily registered your weapons with your police, you automatically finger yourself. 

I learned of this USIa propaganda, which actually spells out to the careful reader 
how she is really being framed, by accident. The august New Yorj£. Times Book iieview, which 
had ignored all ay earlier books (NBC lias no monopoly) , in this case found none of its 
competent staff, least of all the excellent reporter, ‘-‘artin Waldron, who hah reported 
the "trial" of James Earl Hay, fit to "review" my book on that case and the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. And of all the lawyers they could have sought out, they 
reached all the way accross the country for a man who, while simultaneously writing tills 
USIA propaganda, also had a clear record of a)having made himself my enemy and b) unthinking 
sycophancy in support of all the official mythology about the political assassinations. He 
was not disqualified, not for the Tines in so noble a purpose, in his earlier career, which 
included having been the law dark of the Supreme ^ourt Justice whose son was the Attorney 
General under wiuch all I expose hap .ened \.and who dll yet come to understand that he 
is one of the victims). Nor, among other things, was he disqualified by long service in 
the Department of Justice and as the former associate and friend of these really responsible 
for what really is the framing of Hay ana with him of history and justice. An outraged 
correspondent from a different country sent this USIA propaganda to me after he got it and 
had read ray book. 

The Angela Davis case is but one of tba&e that islradicalizing most of the blacks 
and a fair proportion of white youth. It includes intellectuals of both races. I have 
met with and talked with enough of them, of several generations, to know this to be true. 

Sam Greenlee's novel, The Snook Who Sat By the Door , may well be regarded as a work of 
non-fiction. If you could but meet with them on a basis of trust as I iiave, I think tills 
permeating attitude would stun you. Most black thinkers today will, if they trust you, tell 
you that they believe justice lias become impossible. Some will go further ana tell you, as 
they began telling me two years ago, that guerrilla warfare will be our way of life wit hin 
10 years. I think wo are now in its earlier stages. I disagree with them only in thinking 
it will not be from the left alone, iiy own work proves it had already begun from the right, 
..itliout any interference from tlie federal government or most State governments and with what 
can without real y exaggeration be considered the silent col ■ aboration of u oover and the EDI. 

If, as I of,4course hope ini taking time I do not have to write you, you will read this 
letter, you will understand that it is spontaneous and necessarily not properly orgahized. 

The foregoing thought leads me to something -I have just written in a book on which. I am 
working, the recent pronouncements of the ^hief Justice and the Attorney General as they 
describe the open and unabashed federal intent to rewrite- the Gonstitution to eliminate the 
protections that, if denied one, are denied all. These protections iiave become "frills", no 
more, ana the Uonsttitution right of the accused only to a speedy trial is being translated 
into the inalienable right of the prosecution. Can you conceive of the radicalization and 
the new and added violence this will cause? Especially when it has become the custom to 
make up a number of untenable charges to add to each indictment, especially of the poor, 
not all of whom are blade, to persuade him to plead guilty instead of standing trial, a 
perfect machin.. for the railroading of the innocent accused into jail. 
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find that the San francisco Bay tiba&pa against Panthers and what I believe is the murder 
o± one stem from police interference in an i effort to prevent their attempt to cool black 
passions at that timej 

So I do praise you and you are entitled to praise for what you did this morning, and 
all those who had to have worked so much during sleeping time to make it possible JL S0 
aeserve praise. When I compare this fine journalism with the viaious attack on Wicker, 
\«no was a brave man to go to Attica when the prisoners asked it and an honest man in saying 
what ne believed, aired by WI4AL-TV last night, then you look even better. 

But praise- is not enough. Especially the executives of the major media have 
responsibilities they haflrtSore than shed - they have ordered not be met. For my oart, 
although i am broke and in debt and there is no possibility of profit to me, i have 
undertaken to background and m. inform an unwilling media of what impends. That I was 
nght is not my point. That it would do nothing is. I cite you one example of how far 
you have strayed from trie once-traditional path of American journalism. It is now about 
name months since I showed a man in responsible position with BBC news proof of what has 
since become fact and public in the assassination of iiobert Kennedy. Prom the first of the 
year until uly you would do nothing. Then you did nothing. And I have no book on the 
iiobert Kennedy assassination to be promoted. 

Justice is not an abstraction, Beast of all is it for the frustrated for whom it 
has become impossible - or at least most of them believe it is impossible, and the 
' stinction is meaningless, /ill of my books -all sunoressed by you - document this. I 
should say began to document this before it became trie national problem it now is. There 
^L & d ° cuacntaticm of this in KbiKS-UP I challenge you to equal - or refute. And I papered 
BBC with copies - including copies I had to buy to give you. 

You and you r stations have aired the other side. Heed I remind you of the attention 
you ana your stations gave .foreman, Buie and Hanes, at the time of the prostitution of 
justice in nemphis and at the time of the LOOK articles. Where I asked for fairness-doctrine 
a where wBC personnel recommended it - I was denied it. That book is dead. You are 
" -""“-"JW. I am not asking- for time, nor am I asking- for time to promote a corpse. 



time 
one of its 



a asking that the country not die- or burn 
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the major media kust assume its responsibilities as it has not and as it lias refused to. 

If you have the courage to undertake courageous investigative reporting one of the 
y-products might be to tell the disenchanted that there my still be hope, I "think I can 
Se P ti°p ^ b0J “ bin;; CaS ® { 1 a ^tainly am not a partisan here). Had I 

should tiiis beTieiessS. ““ 1 d ° U ^ ^ actinff ai3 own 

. In “ ly ° Vent » ia tha interest of history and of Tom Wicker, against whom there my 
2?. „ a , lai ' £er 1 do hope you will see to it that the remaining outtakes, especial- 

audio, where your cost* would be slight, are preserved. And if you make a transcript of 

1 t a?pr ! Ciate a Copy penaiaaion to quote, should I later desire 
to, m future writing should I address this subject. 

Sincerely, 

Harold Weisberg 




